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       “Learning for All” 
 

Date:  March 15, 2020 

To:  Springfield School District Families  

From:   Keith Kottke, Superintendent   

Re:   School plans for Governor shutdown of schools from March 18 through March 30, 2020 for COVID-19 

Today, Governor Tim Walz and Education Commissioner Mary Cathryn Ricker announced that all Minnesota 

public schools will close to students starting Wednesday, March 18, 2020 with the plan to resume instruction on 

Monday, March 30, 2020.   However, I believe they are setting this up for the scenario that instruction beginning 

March 30th throughout the end of the school year be delivered by “distance learning” which will be similar to our 

“digital learning.”   

 

Here is what we know: 

Statewide schools will be closed beginning Wednesday, March 18th through Friday, March 27th in response to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.   They mentioned that they want to resume instruction on Monday, March 30th.   They 

referred to the March 18th through March 27th time period as ‘planning days’ vs. ‘instructional’.    

 

Briefly, the governor’s office is demanding our schools deliver: 

 

*distance learning for all students (defined by student interaction with teachers)  

*provide daycare for essential first responders and health care employees 

*have meals available for students as he said they want to ensure kids get fed who need to be fed 

*hourly employees incorporated into managing school plans and paid for their service. 

 

Currently, we are planning on using Monday, March 16th for staff planning.  Having school as normal on Tuesday, 

March 17th to ensure student have materials and directives from staff as necessary.   Reality may be, that 

Tuesday, March 17th might be the last day we have with our students for some time.  We will work hard to 

maximize and improve upon our “distance learning” to ensure learning experiences continue for children 

because learning matters.  I am proud of our staff as they have been the lead school district in delivering 

instruction remotely to students and has provided guidance to other schools in our region. 

 

You may wonder about the status of spring sports—my speculation is that MSHSL will make an announcement 

as well.   If they don’t, the school will make an announcement regarding spring sports practices. 
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The school will continue to communicate through our website and alert system with families, staff, and our 

community with our “distance learning plan” including meal service logistics for students.  

 

Our mindset needs to shift now and process what is being asked of us.  We will all need to be nimble as things 

change daily and will have to respond to the needs placed upon us by the governor, state, and families we 

serve.   Our school community has always made the best of problems presented to us, I am confident this will be 

no different.  This is truly unprecedented and we will need to work together to keep us moving forward.  

 

 


